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Drama at the Relays

Excellent results from the Hawke’s Bay schools continued at the team relays at Te Awanga on 
the final day of the North Island schools champs.  Hawke’s Bay won four of the eight relays and
had eleven teams on the podium from a possible twenty four.

Some of the drama was provided by the fifth Hawke’s Bay ‘winner’ when Havelock North 
High’s senior boys were first to cross the line only to be disqualified for an incorrect punch.  
Napier Boys’ were promoted to third in that one.  Havelock’s Dylan Kirk had fastest split of all 
the teams.

Havelock North Intermediate won the year 7 and 8 boys’ relay in a sprint finish.  After 
Cameron Broad came through fourth (of four teams all on the same split), then Connor Grant 
fifth, before Oliver Barclay made up 40sec and passed his four rivals to win by a four-second 
margin over Murrays Bay.

Napier Boys’ junior team of Daniel Harvey, Tom Bigley and Adam Barron won their relay by 
over four minutes, Barron’s time being fastest of the day by over two minutes.

The intermediate boys’ relay was an all-Hawke’s Bay affair with Napier Boys’ teams first and 
third, split by Havelock North High.  Bayley Stephens-Ellison, Jonty Anderson and Kingston 
Webb had 10sec to spare at the finish.

The intermediate girls gave Hawke’s Bay their other win when Polly Cavanagh, Bella Holt and 
Carolyne Nel won comfortably by three and a half minutes from Pukekohe with Havelock 
North third.  Pukekohe’s Aleisha Neary got her team into the lead for the final change but NZSS
rep Nel easily ran her opponent down.  

Hawke’s Bay’s other placegetters were Napier (2nd) and Havelock (3rd) in senior girls behind 
Auckland’s Kristin School, and HNI’s second (although 5min in arrears) behind Diocesan 
School for Girls.  Dio were also third and will be a force in the junior ranks in the next couple of
years.

Winners of the cups for Best Overall School (Boys) and the Best Overall School (Girls) after the
three days of competition were Napier Boys’ and Girls’ High Schools.

Both are multiple winners of the cups as Hawke’s Bay schools continue to perform at the 
highest standard nationally.

As hosts of this year’s North Islands the Hawke’s Bay club donated two more cups to be 
awarded to the schools with the best teams of year seven and eight boys and girls, this age 
group now being sanctioned as an official part of the competition.  Murrays Bay Intermediate 
and Diocesan School for Girls were the inaugural winners. 

For these championships Erica Stephens created medals with designs pressed onto wood that 
will be a special memory for those who received them.
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And so to nationals for the school orienteers.  Nationals will be held in the Waikato in July with
St Peter’s School, Cambridge, as host school and map for the sprint and the relays.

Full results are available at  www.hborienteering.com/nissc2016           

Relay event photos are on  facebook

Steve Armon
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